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Recommendations for Improving Southern California’s Marine Protected Areas Move Forward 
 

Four marine protected area proposals will be forwarded to the California Fish and Game Commission 
  
Sacramento – The Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) Blue Ribbon Task Force (BRTF) has 
unanimously (5-0) adopted a preferred marine protected area (MPA) proposal for the south coast study 
region. The proposal, along with three MPA proposals developed by a regional stakeholder group, 
comes after extensive science evaluation and stakeholder input over the last 18 months.  
 
“The task force’s recommendations for the south coast represent significant advancements in ocean 
protection and create an endowment that will strengthen California’s coastal economy long into the 
future,” said Secretary for Natural Resources Mike Chrisman.  
 
The recommendations will now be presented to the California Fish and Game Commission on Dec. 9 in 
Los Angeles. The commission’s regulatory process to adopt south coast MPAs takes about one year 
and includes numerous opportunities for public input. 
 
The MLPA South Coast Study Region includes state waters from Point Conception in Santa Barbara 
County to the California border with Mexico, including offshore islands. The MLPA strengthens the 
long-term protection of California’s coastal resources by improving the design and management of the 
state’s system of MPAs.  
 
“Our recommendation was reached through extensive cross-interest dialogue by a diverse group of 
stakeholders and numerous opportunities for public input,” said Cathy Reheis-Boyd, chair of the MLPA 
BRTF. “The preferred alternative balances the goals of the Marine Life Protection Act, science 
guidelines, socioieconomic considerations and diverse views in the south coast. This plan represents 
something we can live with today and sustain for the long term.”  
 
The BRTF proposal does not restrict public access or recreational enjoyment, such as boating, 
swimming, diving or kayaking. The plan allows existing commercial and recreational fishing to continue 
in the majority of the region, including at Rocky Point along the Palos Verdes Peninsula, while 
strengthening ecosystem protection at a number of key geographies such as Point Dume in Malibu and 
the Laguna Beach coastline. Maps and descriptions of the specific MPAs included in the BRTF 
proposal will be posted to the MLPA website by Nov. 19; a general description is available on the video 
archive of the meeting. 
 
The adopted proposal is based on the efforts of the 64-member south coast regional stakeholder group 
(SCRSG), representing a broad range of interest and in-depth knowledge about local resources. The 
SCRSG was tasked with evaluating existing MPAs and developing alternative MPA proposals along the 
Southern California coast. The stakeholder group included, among others, representatives of 
recreational angling, diving, commercial fishing, ports and harbors, conservation, business and 
government agencies with MPA-related responsibilities.  
 

- more - 
 



After more than one year of formal meetings, numerous informal meetings, and input and review from a 
science advisory team, DFG, and California State Parks, the stakeholder group developed and 
forwarded to the task force three MPA proposals for the south coast, identified as proposals 1, 2 and 3. 
Proposal 0, the existing MPAs in Southern California, was also used as a baseline. The California Fish 
and Game Commission and DFG will automatically compare Proposal 0 as the “no project” alternative 
during the state regulatory process.  
 
“I am extremely proud of the work the stakeholders and science team delivered to the task force in 
developing these proposals,” said MLPA Initiative Executive Director Ken Wiseman. “As the 
commission begins its deliberations on the MPAs along the south coast, I hope they consider the 
invaluable amount of time and local knowledge that went into these recommendations. As an example, 
with the help of the stakeholders the task force was able to develop a design for the San Diego region 
that has even less potential economic impact than any of the three proposals developed by the 
SCRSG.” 
 
California has three types of MPAs that are utilized in the proposals – marine conservation areas, 
marine parks and marine reserves – as part of an ecosystem-based approach to protecting valuable 
marine life and critical habitats. Allowed activities vary greatly among the three types of MPAs, ranging 
from limiting certain types of commercial and recreational activities to establishing no-take zones. 
Public access is allowed in all three. 
 
The MLPA South Coast Study Region encompasses approximately 2,354 square miles of state waters 
adjacent to five coastal counties: Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego. 
 
Led by Chair Reheis-Boyd, the five-member MLPA BRTF is comprised of public leaders with 
experience in addressing complex public policy issues and a diversity of professional experience. 
Member of the BRTF were appointed by the Secretary for Natural Resources to oversee the south 
coast study region planning process. 
 
The MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force members are:  

• William W. Anderson, president of Westrec Marina Management, Inc.  
• Meg Caldwell, director and senior lecturer on Law, Stanford Law School's Environment 

and Natural Resources Law & Policy Program  
• Dr. Jane Pisano, president and director of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County  
• Catherine Reheis-Boyd, chief operating officer and chief of staff for the Western States 

Petroleum Association  
• Gregory F. Schem, president and chief executive officer of Harbor Real Estate Group 

 
In 1999 the state enacted the MLPA, which directs the state to reexamine and redesign California’s 
system of marine protected areas with the goal of increasing its coherence and effectiveness at 
protecting the state’s marine life and habitats, marine ecosystems, and marine natural heritage, as well 
as to improve recreational, educational and study opportunities provided by marine ecosystems. 
 
Making recommendations for MPAs along the south coast, utilizing the best readily-available science 
and the advice of stakeholders, is one of a number of steps being taken in California to implement the 
MLPA, which is part of Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Ocean Action Plan. To achieve this, the 
California Natural Resources Agency and DFG partnered with the Resources Legacy Fund Foundation 
to establish the MLPA Initiative, a public-private partnership designed to help the state implement the 
MLPA, guided by the advice of scientists, resource managers, experts, stakeholders and members of 
the public.  
 
For more information about the MLPA Initiative, please visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa. 
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Chair Don Benninghoven Issues Statement on Progress in 
Implementing the Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 

Today MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force Chair Don Benninghoven issued the following statement on the 
progress being made to implement the Marine Life Protection Act Initiative in California: 
 
"Recently the MLPA Initiative has experienced strong criticism, which is to be expected when engaged in 
a significant, cutting-edge effort to provide for a more balanced use of our ocean. We are confident in our 
mission to hear and consider all perspectives as we move forward in southern California that we can 
balance efforts to provide maximum ocean protection while limiting short-term economic impacts. 

“A collaboration of public and private partners is supporting a dedicated team of over 80 stakeholders, 
scientists and community partners to develop and release to the public in the next few weeks the first set 
of draft marine protected area proposals for the study region. The draft proposals identify different ways 
the state can reconfigure its marine protected areas to help ensure the state’s marine ecosystem has 
greater protection. 

“Stakeholders are making tremendous strides in their efforts to maximize habitat protection while 
minimizing, to the extent possible, economic impacts. I applaud their efforts working as a team to 
consider multiple viewpoints on how best to redesign MPAs in California waters; in doing so they are also 
using the best readily available data that is displayed in a GIS-based system on the Internet that is 
available to everyone, including the public. 
 
"This is an unparalleled effort to gather the best readily available science and data related to ocean 
ecosystems and marine protected areas and to apply it in the real world. With an ongoing public-private 
partnership providing a solid foundation of over $8 million in private funds for completing the redesign 
process along the coast and to begin planning in San Francisco Bay, we fully expect to complete our 
task in late 2010 as planned. 
 
“In January of this year Secretary Mike Chrisman reiterated the Schwarzenegger Administration’s tireless 
commitment to completing this planning process and for ensuring adequate funding for implementation. 
He also emphasized the importance of public-private partnerships, such as the MLPA Initiative, in 
making long-term management most effective, whether for enforcement, outreach, education or on-site 
management. 
 
“Similar criticisms about the MLPA Initiative were made during the north central coast process in 2007 
and, yet, in 2008 the MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force forwarded to the commission four marine protected 
area proposals, including an integrated preferred alternative that was developed based upon the 
extensive work of 45 stakeholders representing a variety of interests during a 15-month redesign 
process. The integrated preferred alternative received support from a diversity of interests, from 
fishermen and divers to conservationists and the general public. 

"Everyone agrees that healthy oceans are good for the economy. We are all stewards looking for a 
balanced use and protection of California’s marine resource for current and future generations. Next 
month we begin work in the north coast study region and expect to engage with another exceptional 
group of stakeholders and community partners to help California achieve this goal.” 
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CALIFORNIA’S MLPA INITIATIVE CONTINUES PUBLIC PROCESS TO COMPLETE 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MARINE PROTECTED AREAS 

Public-private partnership provides bridge funding for mapping project  
 
SACRAMENTO – California’s Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) Initiative will continue its 
public process to complete recommendations for a statewide network of marine protected 
areas. The MLPA’s planning budget has not been impacted by the state’s current fiscal issues. 
 
In response to the state’s temporary freeze of bond funds, the MLPA Initiative has secured 
private funding through its public-private partnership to complete a habitat-mapping project that 
will support the marine protected area (MPA) planning process in Southern California. The 
initiative is also seeking additional private support for scientific monitoring along the central 
coast and north central coast, as well as to supplement public funding as necessary to 
successfully achieve the goals of the MLPA. 
 
“The task force is charged with developing recommendations for MPAs in the south coast, as 
well as identifying ways to improve state and federal coordination,” said Don Benninghoven, 
chair of the MLPA Initiative Blue Ribbon Task Force.  “I am confident that we will continue to 
meet the objectives of the public-private partnership during these tough economic times.” 
 
The California Natural Resources Agency and California Department of Fish and Game have 
partnered with the Resources Legacy Fund Foundation and others to achieve the MLPA goals. 
This public-private partnership combines both state and private funding to conduct the 
planning work leading up to implementation. The planning process is guided by the advice of 
scientists, resource managers, experts, stakeholders and by members of the public. 
 
“We owe it to our stakeholders, scientists and members of the public who have dedicated their 
valuable time and energy to carry this public process forward,” said MLPA Initiative Executive 
Director Ken Wiseman.  “Today Secretary for Natural Resources Mike Chrisman confirmed the 
Governor’s commitment to meeting the statutory goals of the MLPA, and working together we 
will ensure that this stakeholder-driven process is successfully completed.” 
 
Secretary Chrisman appoints the members of the MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force, which is 
charged with overseeing the MLPA Initiative. In a letter to members of the Partnership for 
Sustainable Oceans, he made it clear that public-private partnerships will continue to be key in 
implementing the MLPA and other natural resource management statutes. 
 
“California already has numerous partners engaged in the long-term management of our 
natural resources, whether it is enforcement and outreach or research and on-site 



management, and those essential relationships will continue to be the foundation of our 
management strategy,” said Secretary Chrisman. [The secretary’s letter is attached.] 
 
The MLPA, enacted in 1999, directs the state to design and manage a system of MPAs in 
order to, among other things, protect marine life and habitats, marine ecosystems, and marine 
natural heritage, as well as improve recreational, educational and study opportunities provided 
by marine ecosystems. MPAs are discrete geographic marine or estuarine areas designed to 
protect or conserve marine life and habitat. 
 
A regional approach is being used in the MLPA Initiative, where California’s 1,100- mile 
coastline has been divided into five study regions. In September of 2007, regulations for the 
first of the five study regions were implemented for the central coast (Pigeon Point in San  
Mateo County to Point Conception in Santa Barbara County). In the second study region, four 
proposals for redesigning MPAs in the north central coast (Alder Creek in Mendocino County  
to Pigeon Point ) are under consideration by the California Fish and Game Commission; 
regulations are expected to be adopted by the commission in 2009.  
  
The MLPA Initiative is currently in the planning process in the MLPA South Coast Study 
Region (Point Conception to the California border with Mexico in San Diego County, including 
offshore islands); recommendations for this study region are expected to be presented to the 
California Fish and Game Commission in late 2009. 
 
The MLPA requires the California Fish and Game Commission to adopt a master plan, based 
on the best readily available science, that will guide the adoption and implementation of a 
Marine Life Protection Program within the California Department of Fish and Game. In addition 
to the MLPA South Coast Study Region planning process, two other study region planning 
processes (north coast and San Francisco Bay) will take place between 2009 and 2011. 
 
For more information about the MLPA Initiative, please visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa. 

-30- 
 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mrd/mlpa








California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311     Sacramento, CA  95814     916.653.5656 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: CONTACT:   
Sept. 30, 2008 Annie Reisewitz, MLPA Initiative 
 858-228-0526 
 Jordan Traverso, DFG 
 916-654-9937 
 
 

MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force Chair and California Department of 
Fish and Game Director Announce South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group 
Members chosen to represent diverse interests from Santa Barbara to San Diego 

 
SACRAMENTO – The Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) Initiative and California Department 
of Fish and Game (DFG) today announced the appointment of the MLPA South Coast 
Regional Stakeholder Group. Under the guidance of a blue ribbon task force, this group of 30 
primary members and 27 alternates (list below) is responsible for working with a science 
advisory team and MLPA staff to help California improve the design and management of the 
south coast portion of a statewide network of marine protected areas (MPAs).  
 
“An outstanding group of individuals was nominated for the south coast study region, which 
underscores the public’s commitment to making this process a success,” said DFG Director 
Donald Koch. “Selecting the appointments from this group of highly qualified individuals was 
no easy task. We appreciate the willingness of each of these stakeholders to dedicate the next 
14 months to working collaboratively to help protect the state’s unparalleled coastline.” 
 
Group members bring an in-depth knowledge about local resources and uses to help complete 
a regional profile, including an evaluation of existing MPAs within the MLPA South Coast Study 
Region (from Point Conception in Santa Barbara County south to the California border with 
Mexico, including offshore islands). The stakeholder group will also develop recommendations 
for alternative MPA proposals. A team composed of DFG staff, California Department of Parks 
and Recreation staff, and MLPA Initiative staff and contractors will work closely with the 
stakeholder group throughout the process. 
 
"The regional stakeholder group represents a broad range of interests in the area, and 
all members have knowledge of marine issues affecting the study region," said MLPA Blue 
Ribbon Task Force Chair Don Benninghoven. "This knowledge is essential to successfully 
guide the recommendations for implementing the Marine Life Protection Act in this part of the 
state." 
 
The stakeholder group includes, among others, representatives of recreational angling, diving, 
commercial fishing, ports and harbors, conservation, business and government agencies with 
MPA-related responsibilities.  
 
MLPA Initiative Executive Director Ken Wiseman said that a large number of talented people 
were nominated for the regional stakeholder group. “We selected a manageable-sized group 
 

- more – 



that represents a wide range of interests in the south coast. The members of the group are 
committed to taking a thoughtful look at the entire study region and have demonstrated 
experience in working collaboratively with multi-interest groups,” Wiseman said. “We believe 
these individuals have the ability to discuss and balance varied perspectives and communicate 
those to a broad constituency.” 
 
The regional group’s first meeting will take place Oct. 6 and 7 in El Segundo where members 
will be introduced to one another and to the stakeholder process. Additional members may be 
named prior to the first meeting. Subsequent meetings of the group will be held every six to 
eight weeks, or as necessary, throughout the study region. 
 
Discussions at group meetings will be carried out primarily by the stakeholder representatives 
with the assistance of professional facilitators. Meetings will be open to the public and will be 
videotaped for simultaneous Web casting and later viewing on the Internet. Members of the 
public are encouraged to participate in the meetings as observers; they also will have 
opportunities to provide comments on evolving MPA proposals and other elements of the 
process. 
 
The California Resources Agency and DFG have partnered with the Resources Legacy Fund 
Foundation and others in an initiative to achieve the MLPA goals. This public-private 
partnership is guided by the advice of scientists, resource managers, experts, stakeholders 
and members of the public. The MLPA directs the state to design and manage a system of 
marine protected areas in order to, among other things, protect marine life and habitats, 
marine ecosystems, and marine natural heritage, as well as improve recreational, educational 
and study opportunities provided by marine ecosystems. 
 
The MLPA requires DFG to prepare and present to the California Fish and Game Commission 
a master plan that will guide the adoption and implementation of a Marine Life Protection 
Program within the department. The commission is then required to adopt a master plan, 
based on the best readily available science, which includes a statewide network of MPAs. After 
the south coast region, the commission will be presented with recommendations for alternative 
network components along the two remaining study regions (north coast and San Francisco 
Bay) between 2009 and 2011. 
 
For more information about the MLPA Initiative, please visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa. 
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Sarah Abramson, Coastal Resources Director, Heal the Bay 
Calla Allison, Marine Protection Officer, City of Laguna Beach (alternate for Ken Kearsley) 
John F. Ballotti, Senior Director, Global Procurement, Mattel, Inc. 
Benjamin Beede, General Manager and Limited Partner, The Cultured Abalone 
Philip Beguhl, commercial fishing representative, Santa Barbara County Fish and Game 

Commission 
Steve Benevides, Co-founder, Kelp Forest Coalition 
Bob Bertelli, President, California Sea Urchin Commission 
Julie Bursek, Education Coordinator, Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary (alternate for 

Brent Scheiwe) 
Roberta R. Cordero, Co-Founder and President, Chumash Maritime Association 
Jim Dahl, Council Member, City of San Clemente (alternate for Leslie Daigle) 
Leslie Daigle, Mayor Pro Tem, City of Newport Beach and Regional Council Member, Southern 

California Association of Governments 
W. Scott Dunn, independent kayak guide and instructor 
Dr. Jonna Engel, Staff Ecologist, California Coastal Commission 
Dr. John M. "Jack" Engle, Associate Research Biologist, Marine Science Institute, University of 

California, Santa Barbara (alternate for Phyllis Grifman) 
Roy "Buck" Everingham, Owner, Everingham Brothers Bait Company (alternate for Ciro Ferrigno) 
Jenn Feinberg, Consultant, Natural Resources Defense Council (alternate for Greg Helms) 
Ciro Ferrigno, Member of the Board, California Wetfish Producer's Association 
Ray Fields, President, The Abalone Farm, Inc. (alternate for Benjamin Beede) 
Robert C. Fletcher, President, Sportfishing Association of California (alternate for Mike Gauger) 
Mary Jane Forster-Foley, President, MJF Consulting Inc. (alternate for David Weeshoff) 
Russell E. Galipeau, Superintendent, Channel Islands National Park 
Michael Gauger, Seaforth Sportfishing, Inc. 
Tommy Gomes, Owner, Uni Goop Bait (alternate for Bruce Steele) 
Joel Greenberg, Southern California Chapter Chairman, Recreational Fishing Alliance (alternate for 

John Balloti) 
Phyllis Grifman, Associate Director, University of Southern California Sea Grant Program 
Mervin "Louie" Guassac, Executive Director, Kumeyaay Diegueno Land Conservancy 
Marcela Gutiérrez, Wildlife Conservation Program Manager, WiLDCOAST (alternate for Sarah 

Abramson) 
Kate Hanley, Director of Operations and Marine Conservation, San Diego Coastkeeper 
Greg Helms, Southern California Program Manager, The Ocean Conservancy 
Ray Hiemstra, Associate Director, Orange County Coastkeeper (alternate for Kate Hanley) 
Mike Huber, Regional Environmental Coordinator Program Manager, U.S. Department of Defense 

Region IX 
Ken Kearsley, former Mayor, City of Malibu 
Michael J. Kennedy, Deputy Director, Kayak Fishing Association of California (alternate for Paul 

Lebowitz) 
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Eric Kett, Owner, Sea Zen Marine Consulting (alternate for Terry Maas) 
Mick Kronman, Harbor Operations Manager, City of Santa Barbara 
Paul Lebowitz, Director, Kayak Fishing Association of California 
Dr. Terry Maas, Director, Underwater Society of America and Founding Member, Sea Watch 
Jeff Maassen, Vice President, Commercial Fishermen of Santa Barbara, Inc. (alternate for Bob 

Bertelli) 
Jenny Marshall, Consultant, U.S. Navy (alternate for Mike Huber) 
Carl Mayhugh, President, Pacific Oceanworks, Inc. (alternate for Steve Benevides) 
Mike McCorkle, President, Southern California Trawlers Association (alternate for Gerry Richter) 
Dr. Michael McCoy, Member, Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve Management 

Authority (alternate for Dr. Vinod Sasidharan) 
Merit McCrea, Captain, Condor Cruises and Research Technician, Marine Science Institute 

(alternate for Norris Tapp) 
Garth Murphy, Founder, Surf Research (alternate for W. Scott Dunn) 
Bob Osborn, Member, United Anglers of Southern California (alternate for Wendy Tochihara) 
Jack Peveler, President, California Association of Port Captains and Harbormasters (alternate for 

Mick Kronman) 
Dr. Benjamin Pister, Marine Ecologist, Cabrillo National Monument (alternate for Russell E. 

Galipeau) 
Lia Protopapadakis, Marine Policy Specialist, Santa Monica Bay Restoration Foundation (alternate 

for Dr. Anne Spacie) 
Gerry D. Richter, Vice President, Point Conception Groundfishermen’s Association 
Dr. Vinod Sasidharan, Associate Professor and Program Coordinator, Recreation and Tourism 

Management Program, San Diego State University 
Brent Scheiwe, Director, SEA Lab 
Dr. Anne Spacie, Science Director and Member of the Board, Batiquitos Lagoon Foundation and 

Professor Emerita, Purdue University 
Bruce Steele, Captain, F/V Halcyon 
Norris Tapp, Captain, F/V Freelance 
Cassidy Teufel, Coastal Program Analyst, California Coastal Commission (alternate for Jonna 

Engel) 
Wendy Tochihara, National Sales Manager, Izorline International 
David Weeshoff, Member of the Board, International Bird Rescue Research Center 
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Southern California MLPA Science Advisory Team Announced 

  
Department of Fish and Game (DFG) Director Donald Koch today named a panel of science advisors to 
assist in redesigning marine protected areas (MPAs) in Southern California. The 20-member Marine 
Life Protection Act (MLPA) Master Plan Science Advisory Team (SAT) will provide scientific support for 
the MLPA Initiative in the south coast study region, which spans from Point Conception in Santa 
Barbara County south to the California border with Mexico, including offshore islands.  
  
“Appointing this team of highly regarded scientists is the next step in protecting the south coast and 
securing its resources for Californians for years to come,” said Koch. “The collaboration of experience 
and expertise on this team will ensure the actions taken to implement the MLPA will continue to be 
science-based.”  
  
The newly appointed members of the SAT are: 
  
Dr. Larry Allen, California State University, Northridge 
Dr. Richard Ambrose, UCLA, Department of Environmental Health Sciences  
Dr. Eric Bjorkstedt, Humboldt State University/NOAA Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
Dr. Mark Carr, University of California, Santa Cruz 
Dr. Susan Chivers, NOAA Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
Dr. Christopher Costello, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Dr. Paul Dayton, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California, San Diego 
Dr. Steve Gaines, University of California, Santa Barbara      
Mr. Dominic Gregorio, State Water Resources Control Board           
Dr. Ray Hilborn, University of Washington 
Dr. John Largier, Bodega Marine Laboratory, University of California, Davis 
Dr. Steven Morgan, Bodega Marine Laboratory, University of California, Davis 
Dr. Steven Murray, California State University, Fullerton 
Dr. Daniel Pondella, Occidental College 
Dr. Peter Raimondi, University of California, Santa Cruz 
 

-more- 



Mr. Dan Robinette, Point Reyes Bird Observatory/Vandenberg Field Station 
Dr. Astrid Scholz, Ecotrust 
Dr. Stephen Stohs, NOAA Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
Dr. Stephen Weisberg, Southern California Coastal Water Research Project  
Mr. Stephen Wertz, California Department of Fish and Game 
  
Members of the SAT are charged with assisting DFG and the MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force by 
reviewing and commenting on science relevant to implementing the MLPA, reviewing alternative MPA 
proposals and addressing scientific questions raised by the task force or the regional stakeholder 
group. 
  
The first meeting of the newly appointed SAT will convene on Sept. 15 in El Segundo, Calif., in a joint 
gathering with outgoing SAT members who provided scientific advice for the MLPA process in the north 
central coast. More information on this meeting can be found at 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/meetings_sc.asp.  
  
The MLPA directs the state to redesign California’s system of MPAs to aid in the protection of marine 
life and habitats, marine ecosystems and marine natural heritage, as well as to improve recreational, 
educational and research opportunities provided by marine ecosystems. MPAs include state marine 
conservation areas, state marine parks and state marine reserves. 
  
The California Fish and Game Commission is the ultimate decision-making authority for implementing 
the MLPA. The principal mission of the task force, SAT and regional stakeholder group is to provide 
information and recommendations to the commission to facilitate sound policy decisions in 
implementing the MLPA. The commission will be asked to adopt redesigned MPAs in each of five study 
region along California’s coast.  
  
Recommendations for the south coast study region will be developed between now and early 2010. 
Recommendations for the north central coast are currently under consideration by the commission and 
redesigned MPAs for the central coast became effective in September 2007. Recommendations for the 
remaining two study regions (north coast and San Francisco Bay) will be developed in 2010 and 2011. 
  
For more information about the MLPA, please visit www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/southcoast.asp. 

  
### 
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For Immediate Release:                                 Contact: Sandy Cooney  

       Aug. 7, 2008                                     (916) 653-9402  
         

Secretary for Resources Mike Chrisman Announces 
Marine Life Protection Act Initiative’s South Coast Study Region 

Blue Ribbon Task Force 
 

Former League of California Cities Executive Director Don Benninghoven Named as Chair, New Members 
Jane Pisano and Gregory Schem Join South Coast Task Force 

 
SACRAMENTO - Secretary for Resources Mike Chrisman today named Don Benninghoven chairman for 
the Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) Initiative’s South Coast Study Region Blue Ribbon Task Force. 
Secretary Chrisman also named new members Dr. Jane Pisano and Mr. Greg Schem to the task force 
responsible for making recommendations to implement the MLPA in the South Coast Study Region.   
 
"I’m confident that this group will bring a diverse range of knowledge necessary to ensure that our progress 
continues,” said Chrisman. “Over the next few months, the task force will have the opportunity to work with 
scientists, fishermen, elected officials and conservationists, so that together we may better protect our ocean 
and marine life for generations to come.” 
 
The seven-member panel will meet on Sept. 8 in San Diego and will make its recommendations late next year 
to the California Fish and Game Commission for improving the state’s system of marine protected areas 
through scientific analysis and expanded public input.  
 
Don Benninghoven is the former executive director of the League of California Cities and the City-County-
School Partnership.  During his 40-year tenure at the League, Benninghoven was intimately involved in every 
facet of municipal operations, financing and policy.  He has served on various boards and commissions in the 
administrations of Governors Deukmejian, Wilson and Davis. 
 
Dr. Jane Pisano, president and director of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County since 
November 2001, is returning to the MLPA Blue Ribbon Task Force after having served on the task force for 
the central coast, the first region evaluated in the MLPA Initiative process. 
 
Gregory F. Schem is president and chief executive officer of Harbor Real Estate Group, specializing in marina 
and waterfront real estate investments, including a marina, fuel dock and boat yard in Marina del Rey.  Schem 
has had a successful career in the national real estate market as an investor, developer and manager. 
 

-more 
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Secretary Chrisman has charged the task force with three specific goals:  

 
• Oversee a regional project to develop alternative marine protected area proposals along California’s 

MLPA South Coast Study Region to present to the California Fish and Game Commission. 
 
• Prepare information and recommendations for coordinating management of marine protected areas with 

federal agencies, and  
 
• Provide direction for expenditure of initiative funds.  

 
The first phase of the MLPA Initiative focused on the central coast of California (Point Conception in Santa 
Barbara County to Pigeon Point in San Mateo County), while the second phase focused on the north central 
coast (Alder Creek in Mendocino County to Pigeon Point). On Sept. 21, 2007, central coast marine protected 
areas (MPAs) were implemented, the first of five study regions that will be implemented through MLPA by 
2011.  
 
Data collection in the MLPA South Coast Study Region, that extends from Point Conception (Santa Barbara 
County) to the California-Mexico border (San Diego County), including offshore islands, began earlier this 
year.  Public workshops and open houses were held this summer to introduce the MLPA Initiative to the 
public. 
 
The MLPA Initiative is dependent upon the active involvement of stakeholders and the general public to 
succeed. Various opportunities are available for such involvement, including a statewide interests group, a 
regional stakeholder group and meetings of the task force and science advisory team that are open to the 
public.  Meetings of the regional stakeholder group are also open to the public and all public meetings are 
simultaneously Webcast and archived for later viewing. 
 
The MLPA South Coast Study Region Blue Ribbon Task Force members:  
 

• William W. Anderson, President of Westrec Marina Management, Inc.  
• Don Benninghoven, former executive director of the League of California Cities  
• Meg Caldwell, Director and Senior Lecturer on Law, Stanford Law School's Environment and Natural 

Resources Law & Policy Program  
• Susan Golding, President and Chief Executive Officer of The Golding Group and Former Mayor of San 

Diego  
• Dr. Jane Pisano, president and director of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County  
• Catherine Reheis-Boyd, Chief Operating Officer and Chief of Staff for the Western States Petroleum 

Association  
• Gregory F. Schem, President and Chief Executive Officer of Harbor Real Estate Group 
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About the MLPA: 
 
California’s system of MPAs is being reexamined and redesigned through the MLPA through a 
comprehensive program and master plan.  Its primary goals are to increase the effectiveness of these areas to 
protect marine life and habitats, marine ecosystems and marine natural heritage, as well as improve 
recreational, educational and study opportunities provided by marine ecosystems. Marine protected areas 
include state marine conservation areas, state marine parks and state marine reserves.  These are defined on 
the Web site http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa. 
 
About the MLPA Initiative: 
 
To achieve the goals of the MLPA, the California Resources Agency and California Department of Fish and 
Game partnered with the Resources Legacy Fund Foundation to establish the MLPA Initiative.  This public-
private partnership is designed to help the state implement and achieve the goals of the MLPA, guided by the 
advice of scientists, resource managers, experts, stakeholders and members of the public. A memorandum of 
understanding, recently amended for the south coast study region, outlines the initiative process. 
 
For more information about the task force members, MLPA meetings, or the MLPA Initiative, visit the MLPA 
Web site at http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa.  
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Public Workshops Scheduled to Begin MLPA Initiative South Coast Project 
 
 
SACRAMENTO – Workshops are scheduled this month and next to introduce the public to the 
Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) Initiative’s South Coast Project. The overall goals of the 
workshops are to orient people to the MLPA Initiative process, specifically in the MLPA South 
Coast Study Region (state waters from Point Conception in Santa Barbara County south to the 
California border with Mexico, including offshore islands), generate nominations for a regional 
stakeholder group, invite questions, and solicit input on the process.  
 
“Our goal is to help the state conserve marine life and habitat by designing a network of marine 
protected areas along the entire coast of California in order to restore a healthy ocean 
ecosystem,” said Susan Golding, chair of a task force overseeing the planning process. “The 
public’s participation is vital to our ability to do this successfully.” 
 
The workshops will use an “open house” format where attendees may choose to visit at 
any time during the three hours and walk through a number of informational stations. 
Key information stations include an overview of the MLPA Initiative process and timeline; the 
status of marine protected areas in California; and how the public can get involved. Staff will be 
available at each station so that attendees may ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
The first series of workshops are scheduled for: 

• Santa Barbara on Monday, June 23, 2008:  Louise Lowry Davis Recreation Center, 
1232 De La Vina St., 805-897-2568 

• Oxnard on Tuesday, June 24, 2008:  South Oxnard Center, 200 E. Bard Road (located 
next to the South Oxnard Branch Library), 805-385-8362 

• Santa Monica on Wednesday, June 25, 2008:  Ken Edwards Center, 1527 Fourth St., 
310-458-8300. 

 
A second set of workshops are scheduled for: 

• Huntington Beach on Tuesday, July 8, 2008:  Huntington Beach Harbor View Club 
House, 16600 Saybrook Lane, 714-536-5486 

• Carlsbad on Wednesday, July 9:  Hilton Garden Inn, 6450 Carlsbad Boulevard, 760-
476-0800 

• San Diego on Thursday, July 10:  Holiday Inn Express Old Town, 3900 Old Town 
Avenue, 619-299-7400. 

 
All workshop times are 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

-more- 



 
“The next phase of the MLPA Initiative will again afford many opportunities for public 
involvement, which begins with this series of workshops from Santa Barbara to San Diego,” 
said Executive Director Ken Wiseman. “We’re excited to continue moving forward using an 
ongoing, transparent, dynamic public process, continually integrating the lessons we learn 
along the way.” 
 
The MLPA Initiative is a public-private partnership designed to help the State of California 
implement the MLPA, which was enacted in 1999. The MLPA directs the state to reexamine 
and redesign California’s system of marine protected areas (MPAs) with the goal of increasing 
its coherence and effectiveness at protecting the state’s marine life and habitats, marine 
ecosystems, and marine natural heritage, as well as to improve recreational, educational and 
study opportunities in marine ecosystems that are subject to minimal human disturbance. 
MPAs are discrete geographic marine or estuarine areas designed to protect or conserve 
marine life and habitat. 
 
A regional approach is being used in the MLPA Initiative process, where California’s 1,100-
mile coastline has been divided into five study regions. In September of 2007, regulations for 
the first of the five study regions were implemented for the central coast (Pigeon Point in San 
Mateo County to Point Conception in Santa Barbara County). In the second study region, four 
proposals for redesigning MPAs in the north central coast (Alder Creek in Mendocino County 
to Pigeon Point in San Mateo County) were presented on Wednesday, June 11 to the 
California Fish and Game Commission at a special meeting in Sacramento. North central coast 
regulations are expected to be adopted by the commission by the end of the year. 
 
While the commission considers north central coast MPAs, the MLPA Initiative is moving to the 
south coast study region. After the south coast planning process is completed, the north coast 
process will begin (Alder Creek north to the California border with Oregon), followed by the 
San Francisco Bay process (from the Golden Gate Bridge northeast to the Carquinez Bridge). 
A specific timetable for the remaining study regions has yet to be established. 
 
A blue ribbon task force is overseeing the process and near the end of 2009 will make a final 
recommendation regarding south coast MPA proposals to the commission. 
 
For additional information about the MLPA Initiative, visit www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa. 
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