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Barred surfperch (Amphistichus argenteus) is currently not listed under the species most likely
to benefit from marine protected areas (MPAs) in the MLPA North Central Coast Study Region
(NCCSR).
Barred surfperch are found from Washington to northern Baja California and live primarily
along sandy coasts in less than 20 feet of water, where they feed primarily on sand crabs 1 .
Like other surfperch species, barred surfperch give birth to relatively low numbers of live
young, which could make it difficult for the species to recover from significant population
decreases due to anthropogenic impacts.
Female barred surfperch are targeted by anglers because they are larger than males, and
most of the recreational take occurs when spawning aggregations are present 2 . Tagging
experiments in southern California showed “a low rate of mixing between barred surfperch
inhabiting nonadjacent areas,” but recovery numbers were low and some fish were recaptured
15 or more miles from their release site 3 .
Barred surfperch are reportedly the most common fish taken by surf fishermen in central and
southern California, and statewide account for approximately 33% of the recreational surfperch
catch. A commercial surf fishery exists along the central coast, centered in Morro Bay. In the
1990s, barred surfperch accounted for approximately 40% of the commercial catch in
California, though only 67% of commercial landing receipts divided surfperch by species2.
Though overall take of this species is highest south of Santa Cruz, it remains an important
target of recreational anglers in the NCCSR.
The attached table summarizes recreational catch data from the California Recreational
Fisheries Survey (CRFS) website for the NCCSR for surfperch species listed as most likely to
benefit from MPAs, including barred surfperch. The numbers in the table represent catches
from all modes of fishing based on angler interviews from 2000 to 2006, and do not represent
an estimate of the total number of fish taken from the region; these numbers illustrate the
relative catch among the species identified.
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CRFS* recreational catch data for selected surfperch species
Common Name

Species

Number of
Fish
825

Barred surfperch

Amphistichus argenteus

Black surfperch

Emibiotoca jacksoni

713

Calico surfperch

Amphistichus koelzi

100

Pile surfperch

Damalichthys vacca

173

Rainbow surfperch

Hypsurus caryi

178

Redtail surfperch

Amphistichus rhodoterus

457

Rubberlip surfperch

Phacochilus toxotes

210

Shiner surfperch

Cymatogaster aggregate

Striped surfperch

Embiotoca lateralis

863

Walleye surfperch

Hyperprosopon argenteum

876

White surfperch

Phanerodon furcatus

226

* CRFS data includes sampled catches for the years 2000-2006 for all fishing modes
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