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September 15, 2008 
 
Melisa Miller-Henderson 
Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
C/o California Resource Agency 
1416 Ninth St, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
RE: Nomination of Brent Scheiwe, Program Director SEA Lab for South Coast Regional Stakeholder 
Group 
 
Dear Ms Miller-Henderson: 
 
I encourage your support for the appointment of Brent Scheiwe to the Regional Stakeholder Group 
(RSG) for the South Coast MLPA.  While I can’t speak for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), my role as a Fishery Biologist at the NOAA Restoration Center, specifically 
with fish habitat restoration, has helped me develop a strong familiarity with issues associated with 
Marine Protected Areas and the MLPA process. I believe that Brent would have a lot to offer to this 
process. He has spent his life focused on issues pertaining to the marine environment.  His leadership 
on abalone restoration and community education would make him a great appointee to the RSG for 
the South Coast Marine Protected Area Initiative.  He has a bachelor’s degree from Southern Cross 
University in New South Wales, Australia with an emphasis in fisheries and aquaculture 
management.  He has many years of experience in implementing and supervising a variety of 
education, restoration, and community improvement programs.  For over four years, he has been 
directly supervising successful education relating to marine conservation; trained multiple interns and 
public participants; and cared for thousands rescued marine animals.  He has logged over 1200 work-
related SCUBA dives and participated in numerous work and marine research-related projects.  He is 
an experienced mentor to the young adults in our internship program as well as a responsible 
coordinator of all community volunteer activities. He has been the lead project manager on several 
facility improvements, program implementations and federal grant contracts.  He is the co-chair of the 
Beach Bluffs restoration committee and worked tirelessly on the Redondo Beach Water Quality Task 
Force. 

 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Dr. David Witting 
Fish Biologist 
NOAA Restoration Center/Montrose Settlements Restoration Program 
501 West Ocean BLVD, Suite 4470 
Long Beach, Ca 90802 
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