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A number of unresolved issues have been identified in several proposed MPAs in the 
Integrate Preferred Alternative (IPA) that require clarification or guidance from the Fish 
and Game Commission (Commission) before a formal Notice document is prepared.  
For purposes of discussion, and to facilitate Commission guidance, the table below 
identifies MPAs with issues that need to be resolved, and provides possible options to 
address the issue (Table 1).  The Department of Fish and Game (Department) will 
incorporate revisions or sub-options into the IPA, per Commission guidance, when 
drafting the Initial Statement of Reasons. 
 
The unresolved issues fall into four broad categories:   

1) Feasibility concerns with boundaries for five MPAs;  
2) Newly-identified activities that would be restricted within two MPAs that were not 

discussed by the SCRSG;  
3) Concerns identified by State Parks, involving opposition to the removal of 

existing MPAs adjacent to State Park lands in the IPA, or proposed MPAs 
identified as conflicting with their park unit management plans for four MPAs; and  

4) Existing activities regulated by other agencies that need to be specifically 
recognized in regulations for at least 23 MPAs. 

 
The first three areas of unresolved issues are considered to be at the discretion of the 
Commission (“discretionary”), whereas the final category of unresolved issues will 
require action on the part of the Commission (“required”).  The table highlights which 
MPA issues are discretionary versus required. 
 
Regarding feasibility concerns identified by the Department, the Commission, at its 
December 9, 2009 meeting, requested that the Department develop options to address 
the infeasible boundaries to improve enforcement and public understanding.  The 
Department has developed options that the Commission may wish to substitute for 
boundaries of concern in the IPA, or include as sub-options along with the IPA (See 
Table 1). 
 
As it pertains to existing activities that are regulated by other agencies, activities may be 
specified within the MPA regulations to make explicit that these regulated activities are 
allowed to continue under current permits, despite MPA designation.  Precedence exists 
in existing MPA regulations (see below).  It should be noted, however, that in cases 
where a State Marine Reserve (SMR) is proposed over the area of activity, designation 
as a State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA) is more appropriate than an SMR due to 
the take associated with those activities, which conflicts with an SMR designation.   
 
The Commission has previously incorporated descriptions of permitted activities into 
some existing MPAs.  Examples of how ongoing activities are authorized within existing 
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Title 14 regulations, such as within Ecological Reserves (Section 630, and repeated for 
MPAs inside the Ecological Reserves in Section 632).  One example is provided here 
for the MPA within the Batiquitos Lagoon Ecological Reserve, which states that “San 
Diego County, after consultation with the department, may carry out management 
activities necessary for fish and wildlife management, flood control and vector control. 
Authorized operation and maintenance activities shall include, but shall not be limited to, 
use of chemicals, vegetation control, water control and associated use of equipment” 
(subsection 632(b)(94)(D)).    
 
In addition, in 2008 the Commission adopted language for the Morro Bay State Marine 
Recreational Management Area which provides another example:  “Dredging for the 
purpose of harbor and channel operations and pursuant to required and valid permits 
and approvals” and “Harbor operations and maintenance and cleaning of vessel hulls 
and other man-made structures, including removal of living marine resources for these 
purposes” (subsections 632(b)(51)(C)(4.) and 632(b)(51)(C)(5.). 
 
Based on these examples, and input provided by the SCRSG and BRTF, the 
Department has provided preliminary options for the Commission to consider within the 
table below (Table 1).  Any regulatory language or sub-options would be developed in 
the Initial Statement of Reasons pursuant to direction from the Commission.  A map of 
the IPA, and maps of individual MPAs listed in the table, are provided for reference 
(Maps 1-17). 
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Table 1.  Summary of identified unresolved issues and options to remedy regarding the South Coast Study Region 
Integrated Preferred Alternative for the California Fish and Game Commission (Commission).  Issues identified in this 
table fall into categories of issues that require Commission action (required), and issues for with Commission action is 
discretionary (discretionary).    

MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Point 
Conception 
State Marine 
Reserve  

SMR N/A N/A N/A 

Kashtayit 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area  

SMCA Required This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Activities include but are not limited to:   
maintenance of existing infrastructure, and 
operation and maintenance of existing facilities  

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department. 

Naples State 
Marine 
Conservation 
Area  

SMCA Required This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Activities include permitted operation and 
maintenance of wastewater pipes associated 
with abalone aquaculture facility. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department; 
  and 
For required monitoring:  Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
for MPAs (subsection 632(a)) that clarifies 
that monitoring required by the Clean Water 
Act, permitted by the State and Regional 
Water Quality Control Boards is allowed 
inside SMRs, SMCAs, and SMPs under a 
scientific collecting permit issued by the 
Department.  
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Campus 
Point State 
Marine 
Reserve  
 
 
 
 
 

SMR  Required This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as an SMR. 
 
Activities include but are not limited to routine 
maintenance of existing infrastructure, and 
operation and maintenance of existing minor 
intake/outfall structure for the UC Santa Barbara 
campus. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Change designation to SMCA; 
  and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department; 
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 

(Refugio 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area) 

Not included 
in the IPA 

Discretionary State Parks identified concern:  This is an 
existing MPA along a State Parks unit that was 
not retained in the MPA proposals. 
 
State Parks has requested that this existing 
MPA be retained in the IPA. 

Provide guidance to include or not include as 
an option in the IPA. 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Goleta 
Slough State 
Marine 
Reserve 

SMR Required  This MPA is within an Ecological Reserve with 
authorized activities specified under Section 
630. 
 
This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as SMR. 
 
Activities include but are not limited to: 
Routine maintenance, dredging, habitat 
restoration, research and education, 
maintenance of existing infrastructure, and 
operations and maintenance of existing facilities 
by entities including DFG, Goleta Sanitary 
District, Goleta Valley Vector Control District, 
and the Santa Barbara Airport. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Change designation to SMCA; 
  and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized under Section 630, Title 14 or as 
authorized by the Department; 
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 
 

Begg Rock 
State Marine 
Reserve  

SMR N/A N/A N/A 

Point Dume 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area  

SMCA N/A Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 
 

For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 

Point Dume 
State Marine 
Reserve  

SMR N/A Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 
 

For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Point Vicente 
State Marine 
Reserve  

SMR Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as an SMR. 
 
Other activities include  but are not limited to:  
planned remediation  associated with the Palos 
Verdes Shelf Superfund Study Area, 
  
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Change designation to SMCA;  
  and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department; 
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 

Abalone 
Cove State 
Marine 
Conservation 
Area  

SMCA Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Other activities include but are not limited to:  
planned remediation associated with the Palos 
Verdes Shelf Superfund Study Area.  
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department; 
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 

Bolsa Chica 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area  

SMCA Required  This is within an Ecological Reserve with 
authorized activities specified under Section 
630. 
 
This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Routine operation and maintenance, habitat 
restoration, maintenance dredging, research 
and education, and maintenance of existing 
infrastructure. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department; 
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Bolsa Chica 
State Marine 
Reserve  

SMR Required  This is within an Ecological Reserve with 
authorized activities specified under Section 
630. 
 
This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as SMR. 
 
Routine operation and maintenance, habitat 
restoration, maintenance dredging, research 
and education, and maintenance of existing 
infrastructure. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Change designation to SMCA; 
  and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized under Section 630, Title 14 or as 
authorized by the Department; 
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 

Arrow Point 
to Lion’s 
Head Point 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA Discretionary DFG has identified a feasibility concern:   
MPA utilizes existing Special Closure 
boundaries which do not meet current DFG 
feasibility guidelines: Utilizes distance offshore 
which is difficult to determine by the general 
public and to enforce.   
 
Enforcement has flagged these boundaries as 
problematic for public understanding and 
enforcement.  

Modify seaward boundary by approximating 
the desired distance offshore with a straight 
diagonal line anchored with coordinates at 
each end. 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Blue Cavern 
State Marine 
Reserve 

SMR Required This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as SMR. 
 
A docking structure exists within this MPA which 
requires periodic maintenance. A minor 
wastewater outfall also exists within this MPA. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Change designation to SMCA; 
  and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department; 
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA).  

Bird Rock 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA N/A N/A N/A 

Long Point 
State Marine 
Reserve 

SMR N/A Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA).  

Casino Point 
State Marine 
Reserve 
 

SMR 
 

Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as SMR. 
 
Cement steps for dive access and a jetty exist 
within the boundaries of this MPA, which require 
periodic maintenance.  

Change designation to SMCA; 
  and 
Provide regulatory language authorizing 
maintenance of existing manmade structures 
pursuant to required permits. 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

…cont.  Discretionary Feeding of fish currently and historically occurs 
in this area associated with local tourism.  
 
Under subsection 632(B), the feeding of fish 
and wildlife is prohibited except under certain 
conditions (scientific collections or authorized 
fishing within an SMCA or SMP). 
 
Designation of this MPA would prohibit it from 
continuing. This was not identified during the 
SCRSG process. 

Change designation to SMCA; 
  and 
Provide regulatory language authorizing the 
feeding of fish within this MPA. 
 
  or  
 
Prohibit the feeding of fish and wildlife as 
specified under Section 632(B)(6). 

Lover’s Cove 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 
 

Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Docking structure (Cabrillo Mole) exists within 
the boundaries of this MPA, which requires 
periodic maintenance.  

Provide regulatory language authorizing 
maintenance of existing infrastructure 
pursuant to required permits. 

…cont. 

SMCA 
 

Discretionary Feeding of fish currently and historically occurs 
in this area associated with local tourism. 
 
Under subsection 632(B), the feeding of fish 
and wildlife is prohibited except under certain 
conditions (scientific collections or authorized 
fishing within an SMCA or SMP). 
 
Designation of this MPA would prohibit it from 
continuing. This was not identified during the 
SCRSG process. 

Provide regulatory language authorizing the 
feeding of fish within this MPA. 
 
  or  
 
Prohibit the feeding of fish and wildlife as 
specified under Section 632(b)(6). 

Farnsworth 
Onshore 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA N/A N/A N/A 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Farnsworth 
Offshore 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA N/A Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here 

For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA).  

Cat Harbor 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA Required  Finfish mariculture activities have been 
identified as occurring within this MPA. 

Provide regulatory language authorizing 
mariculture of finfish pursuant to required 
permits. 

Upper 
Newport Bay 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA Required  This is within an Ecological Reserve with 
authorized activities specified under Section 
630. 
 
This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Activities include but are not limited to: 
Routine operation and maintenance, 
maintenance dredging, habitat restoration, 
research and education programs, maintenance 
of existing infrastructure, and operations and 
maintenance of existing facilities by entities 
including DFG or its designees. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized under Section 630, Title 14 or as 
authorized by the Department;  
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 

(Robert E. 
Badham 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area) 

Not included 
in IPA 

Discretionary This existing MPA is subsumed into Crystal 
Cove SMCA within the IPA.  
 
However, this MPA was named after Robert E. 
Badham through a resolution passed by the 
Legislature. 

Provide direction to change the name of part 
or all of the Crystal Cove SMCA in the IPA to 
reference Robert E. Badham, or include as a 
sub-option, or do not include as an option. 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Crystal Cove 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Activities include beach nourishment activities 
including sediment borrowing and deposition, 
maintenance of existing coastal structures, and 
operations and maintenance by entities 
including DFG and State Parks.  
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department;  
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 

…cont. 

SMCA 

Discretionary State Parks identified issue: This MPA allows 
commercial take of lobster; State Parks has 
expressed an interest in pursuing designation of 
a portion of this area as an SMP per their 
underwater parks plan.  Therefore, State Parks 
had identified commercial take as conflicting 
with their management objectives for the area, 
including the adjacent Crystal Cove State Park, 
and requests the Commission remove 
commercial take allowances from the IPA. 

Provide direction to include a sub-option in the 
IPA that does not allow commercial take of 
lobster in the nearshore area of the SMCA, or 
the entire SMCA, or not to include as a sub-
option.  
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Laguna 
Beach State 
Marine 
Reserve 
 

SMR 
 
 

Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as SMR. 
 
Activities include operation and maintenance of 
discharge pipe bisecting the southernmost half-
mile of the proposed MPA. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA); and: 
  
Option 1:  
Change designation to SMCA;  
and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department. 
 
or 
 
Option 2: 
Modify southern boundary to exclude 
discharge pipe from the MPA and retain SMR 
designation. 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

…cont.  Discretionary DFG has identified a feasibility concern:   
While, MPA boundaries follow feasibility 
guidelines (due north/south and east/west), the 
irregular angle of the coastline would render the 
MPA boundaries difficult to determine by the 
general public and to enforce.   
 
As heard in public comment, boundaries would 
be difficult to determine, especially from the 
water, and for non-GPS users, although a cave 
at the northern landmark would allow easy siting 
of a boundary perpendicular to the coast. 

Consider sub-option of MPA shape reoriented 
perpendicular to coastline at visible 
landmarks:  
• Northern boundary:  Retain existing 

landmark, and extend line perpendicular 
to coastline. 

• Southern boundary:  Move southern 
boundary ~1 mile northward to the 
nearest prominent rocks and extend line 
perpendicular to the coastline.  (Note:  
This will also exclude the discharge pipe 
from the MPA and allow designation as 
an SMR). 

 
(Note:  shared boundaries with Crystal Cove 
SMCA and Dana Point SMCA would also be 
adjusted). 

Dana Point 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Activities include operation and maintenance of 
discharge pipe bisecting this MPA.  
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department;  
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 

(Doheny 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area) 

Not included 
in IPA 

Discretionary State Parks identified concern:  This is an 
existing MPA along a State Parks unit that was 
not retained in the MPA proposals. 
 
State Parks has requested that this existing 
MPA be retained in the IPA. 

Provide guidance to include or not include as 
an option in the IPA. 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

Batiquitos 
Lagoon State 
Marine 
Reserve 

SMR Required  This is within an Ecological Reserve with 
authorized activities specified under Section 
630. 
 
This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as SMR. 
 
Activities include but are not limited to: 
Routine operation and maintenance, habitat 
restoration, research and education, 
maintenance dredging and maintenance of 
existing infrastructure.  
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Change designation to SMCA; 
  and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized under Section 630, Title 14 or as 
authorized by the Department;  
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA).  

Swami’s 
State Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA 
 

Required This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Activities include but are not limited to: 
Permitted beach nourishment or other sediment 
management activities, and operation and 
maintenance of discharge pipes within MPA. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department;  
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

…cont. Discretionary DFG has identified a feasibility concern:   
Northern and Southern boundaries bisect 
popular State Beaches (3 million visitors per 
year). Creates enforcement and public 
understanding issues. 
 
State Parks has requested that the southern 
boundary be moved to align with edge of State 
Beach to facilitate their MPA management 
support. 

North Boundary:  Add sub-option to move 
northern boundary to mouth of a creek 
(33°2.90 N. lat.). 
 
South Boundary:  Add sub-option to adjust 
southern boundary to the start of a coastal 
bluff, which coincides with the southern edge 
of State Beach. 

…cont. 

 

Discretionary State Parks request:  State Parks recommends 
that shore fishing be added to allowed take.  
This MPA spans two state beaches (Cardiff and 
San Elijo), and prohibiting shore take is in 
conflict with the primary purpose of these State 
Recreational Area park units.   
 

Consider adding a sub-option to allow shore-
fishing in Swami’s SMCA. 

San Elijo 
Lagoon State 
Marine 
Reserve 

SMR Required  This is within an Ecological Reserve with 
authorized activities specified under Section 
630. 
 
This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as SMR. 
 
Activities include but are not limited to: 
Routine operation and maintenance, 
maintenance dredging, habitat restoration 
including sediment deposition, research and 
education, and maintenance of existing 
infrastructure. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Change designation to SMCA; 
  and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized under Section 630, Title 14 or as 
authorized by the Department;  
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 



Department of Fish and Game Report 
March 3, 2010 Commission meeting 
Page 16 of 34 
 

 

MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

San Diego-
Scripps 
Coastal State 
Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Activities include operation and maintenance of 
minor seawater intake and outfall structures for 
the Scripps Institute of Oceanography aquarium 
and facilities pursuant to required permits, and 
maintenance of the Scripps Pier. 
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized under Section 630, Title 14 or as 
authorized by the Department;  
  and 
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 

Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Activities include operation and maintenance of 
minor seawater intake and outfall structures for 
the Scripps Institute of Oceanography aquarium 
and facilities pursuant to required permits, and 
maintenance of the Scripps Pier. 

Change designation to SMCA;  
  and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized under Section 630, Title 14 or as 
authorized by the Department. 

Matlahuayl 
State Marine 
Reserve 

SMR 

Discretionary DFG has identified a feasibility concern:   
MPA bisects a pier.  As heard in public 
comment, the Scripps Pier, while not used to 
fish from, is a popular place for catching bait fish 
from a boat (underneath the pier).  This change 
would also increase public understanding and 
enforceability.   

Move the northern SMR boundary (between 
the two MPAs) south ~150’ to the base of the 
Scripps pier.  
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MPA Name 
Designation 

in IPA 
Type of 
Action 

Issue Description Recommendation 

South La 
Jolla State 
Marine 
Reserve 

SMR Discretionary DFG has identified a feasibility concern:   
The northern boundary bisects a popular 
intertidal reef that is exposed at low tide. 
 
The southern boundary splits a heavily utilized 
beach.   
 
Enforcement has flagged these boundaries as 
problematic for public understanding and 
enforcement.  

Move northern boundary to the edge of the 
intertidal reef. 
 
Move southern boundary to align with 
identifiable landmark (e.g., street). 
 

South La 
Jolla State 
Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA N/A  Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA).  

Famosa 
Slough State 
Marine 
Reserve 

SMR Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take, and prevent designation as an SMR. 
 
Activities include restoration and maintenance 
dredging conducted by the City of San Diego. 

Change designation to SMCA;  
  and 
Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department. 

Cabrillo State 
Marine 
Reserve 

SMR N/A N/A N/A 

Tijuana River 
Mouth State 
Marine 
Conservation 
Area 

SMCA Required  This MPA has ongoing activities that may result 
in take. 
 
Activities include beach nourishment or other 
sediment management activities pursuant to 
required permits, and operation and 
maintenance of outfall pipe.  
 
Clean Water Act required monitoring resulting in 
marine life and sediment collection occurs here. 

Craft area-specific allowances in regulation to 
allow necessary permitted activities and 
operations, pursuant to required permits, or as 
authorized by the Department; 
  and  
For required monitoring: Add regulatory 
language in the general rules and regulations 
of Section 632 (see recommendation for 
Naples SMCA). 
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A map of the IPA is provided below (Map 1), as well as individual maps of MPAs with 
identified unresolved issues, from north to south (maps 2-17). 
 

 
Map 1.   Proposed marine protected areas in the Integrate Preferred Alternative (IPA) for 

the south coast region. 
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Map 2.  Point Conception SMR. 
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Map 3.  Kashtayit SMCA (proposed for future designation as a State Marine Park 
(SMP)). 
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Map 4.  Naples SMCA, Campus Point SMR, and Goleta Slough SMR. 
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Map 5.  Point Dume SMCA and Point Dume SMR. 
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Map 6.  Point Vicente SMR and Abalone Cove SMCA. 
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Map 7.  Bolsa Chica SMCA and Bolsa Chica SMR. 
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Map 8. Arrow Point to Lion Head Point SMCA, Blue Cavern SMR, Bird Rock SMCA,  

and Cat Harbor SMCA (Catalina Island). 
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Map 9.  Long Point SMR, Casino Point SMR, and Lover’s Cove SMCA (Catalina Island). 
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Map 10.  Farnsworth Onshore SMCA and Farnsworth Offshore SMCA (Catalina Island). 
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Map 11.  Upper Newport Bay SMCA. 
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Map 12.  Crystal Cove SMCA, Laguna SMR, and Dana Point SMCA. 
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Map 13.  Batiquitos Lagoon SMR, Swami’s SMCA, and San Elijo Lagoon SMR. 
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Map 14.  San Diego-Scripps Coastal SMCA, Matlahuayl SMR, South La Jolla SMR, and 
South La Jolla SMCA. 
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Map 15.  Famosa Slough SMR. 
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Map 16.  Cabrillo SMR. 
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Map 17.  Tijuana River Mouth SMCA. 

 
 


