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Marine Life Protection Act Initiative

Draft Final Package Size &
Spacing Evaluations



Lengths: All MPA clusters

Pkg # of MPA 
Clusters

Below 
Minimum

At 
Minimum

Above 
Minimum

S 18 12% 44% 44%
1 15 6% 47% 47%
2 16 6% 44% 50%
3 18 17% 33% 50%

AC 18 11% 39% 50%



Lengths: High Protection Clusters

Pkg # of MPA 
Clusters

Below 
Minimum

At 
Minimum

Above 
Minimum

S 18 11% 61% 28%
1 15 27% 46% 27%
2 16 19% 50% 31%
3 18 23% 50% 28%

AC 17 18% 47% 35%



Lengths: High Protection Clusters

Pkg # of MPA 
Clusters

Below 
Minimum

At 
Minimum

Above 
Minimum

S 18 2 11 5
1 15 4 7 4
2 16 3 8 5
3 18 3 9 6

AC 17 3 8 6



Pkg # of MPA 
Clusters

Below 
Minimum

At 
Minimum

Above 
Minimum

S 16 25% 44% 31%
1 13 38% 23% 39%
2 14 21% 21% 58%
3 16 31% 38% 31%

AC 15 13% 33% 54%

Areas: All MPA clusters



Pkg # of MPA 
Clusters

Below 
Minimum

At 
Minimum

Above 
Minimum

S 16 44% 31% 25%
1 13 54% 31% 15%
2 14 36% 14% 50%
3 15 40% 33% 27%

AC 14 36% 21% 43%

Areas: High Protection Clusters



Pkg # of MPA 
Clusters

Below 
Minimum

At 
Minimum

Above 
Minimum

S 16 7 5 4
1 13 7 4 2
2 14 5 2 7
3 15 6 5 4

AC 14 5 3 6

Areas: High Protection Clusters



Pkg # of MPA 
Clusters

Below 
Minimum

At 
Minimum

Above 
Minimum

S 16(14) 7(6) 5 4(3)
1 13(12) 7(6) 4 2
2 14(12) 5(4) 2 7(6)
3 15(13) 6(5) 5 4(3)

AC 14(12) 5(4) 3 6(5)

Areas: HP Clusters - Kelp Leases



Pkg Sand 
Beach

Rocky 
Intertidal

Surfgrass
/Eelgrass

Sand, 
0-30

Sand, 
30-100

Sand, 
>100

Rock, 
0-30

Rock, 
30-100 Kelp Upwelling

Shallow 
Canyon

Deep 
Canyon Average

S 7 7 4 5 7 4 6 3 3 5 3 4 5.0
1 4 4 2 2 4 3 3 2 3 2 1 2 2.6
2 7 7 4 7 7 4 5 4 3 5 3 4 5.0
3 7 7 4 5 7 3 6 2 3 4 3 4 4.6

AC 8 8 5 5 8 3 5 3 4 5 2 3 4.9

Guideline Clusters per Habitat



Pkg Sand 
Beach

Rocky 
Intertidal

Surfgrass
/Eelgrass

Sand, 
0-30

Sand, 
30-100

Sand, 
>100

Rock, 
0-30

Rock, 
30-100 Kelp Upwelling

Shallow 
Canyon

Deep 
Canyon Average

S 6 6 3 4 6 4 5 3 3 4 3 4 4.3
1 4 4 2 2 4 3 3 2 3 2 1 2 2.6
2 6 6 3 6 6 4 4 4 3 4 3 4 4.4
3 6 6 3 4 6 3 5 2 3 3 3 4 4.0

AC 7 7 4 4 7 3 4 3 4 4 2 3 4.3

Guideline Clusters - Kelp Leases
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Spacing Summary

Pkg Average 
Maximum Gap Largest Gap

Gaps >> 
Guideline*

S 56 90 0
1 60 94 0

2 58 91 0

3 61 92 0
AC 60 112 2

Maximum Distance in Miles



Spacing Summary - Kelp Leases

Pkg Average 
Maximum Gap Largest Gap

Gaps >> 
Guideline*

S 56 90 0

1 60(61) 94(101) 0

2 58(60) 91 0

3 61(63) 92 0

AC 60(65) 112 2(3)

Maximum Distance in Miles



California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative
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Package 0 MPA 
Names
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Habitat Type
Sand/gravel 
beaches

Rocky intertidal

Coastal marsh

Tidal flats

Surfgrass

Eelgrass

Estuary

Soft 0-30 

Soft 30-100 

Soft 100-200 

Soft >200 

Hard 0-30 

Hard 30-100 

Hard 100-200

Hard >200 

Kelp

Canyon

Upwelling 
Centers

Habitat Present, High Protection
Habitat Present, High or Moderate Protection (Kelp)
Habitat Present, Low/Moderate Protection

SMCA = state marine conservation area    SMP = state marine park    SMR = state marine reserve    SMRMA = state marine recreational management area



California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative
MPA Assigned Habitat Protection Levels, Package 1

March 6, 2006

Package 1 MPA 
Names

A
no

 N
ue

vo
 

SM
R

G
re

yh
ou

nd
 

R
oc

k 
SM

C
A

G
re

yh
ou

nd
 

R
oc

k 
SM

R

El
kh

or
n 

Sl
ou

gh
 

SM
R

M
or

o 
C

oj
o 

Es
tu

ar
y 

SM
R

M
on

te
re

y 
Su

bm
ar

in
e 

C
an

yo
n 

N
o 

B
ot

to
m

 C
on

ta
ct

 
SM

C
A

Ed
 R

ic
ke

tts
 

SM
C

S

H
op

ki
ns

 S
M

R

Pa
ci

fic
 G

ro
ve

 –
 

M
on

te
re

y 
SM

C
A

C
ar

m
el

 
Pi

nn
ac

le
s 

SM
R

C
ar

m
el

 B
ay

 
SM

C
A

Pt
. L

ob
os

 
SM

C
A

Po
in

t L
ob

os
 

SM
R

Po
in

t S
ur

 D
ee

p 
R

ee
f S

M
C

A

Ju
lia

 P
fe

iff
er

 
B

ur
ns

 S
M

R

Ju
lia

 P
fe

iff
er

 
B

ur
ns

 O
ffs

ho
re

 
SM

C
A

Ju
lia

 P
fe

iff
er

 
B

ur
ns

 O
ffs

ho
re

 
SM

R

B
ig

 C
re

ek
 S

M
R

A
ld

er
 C

re
ek

 
SM

R

A
ld

er
 C

re
ek

 
SM

C
A

Po
in

t P
ie

dr
as

 
B

la
nc

as
 S

<R

C
am

br
ia

 S
M

P 

M
or

ro
 B

ay
 

H
ar

bo
r S

M
C

A

M
or

ro
 B

ay
 

So
ut

h 
SM

R
M

A

Po
in

t B
uc

ho
n 

SM
R

Po
in

t B
uc

ho
n 

SM
C

A

D
ia

bl
o 

C
an

yo
n 

Se
cu

rit
y 

Zo
ne

 
SM

C
A

Va
nd

en
be

rg
 

SM
R

Va
nd

en
be

rg
 

D
an

ge
r Z

on
e 

4 
SM

C
A

Habitat Type
Sand/gravel 
beaches

Rocky 
intertidal

Coastal marsh

Tidal flats

Surfgrass

Eelgrass

Estuary

Soft 0-30 

Soft 30-100 

Soft 100-200 

Soft >200 

Hard 0-30 

Hard 30-100 

Hard 100-200

Hard >200 

Kelp

Upwelling 
Centers

Habitat Present, High Protection

Habitat Present, High or Moderate Protection (Kelp)

Habitat Present, Low/Moderate Protection

SMCA = state marine conservation area    SMP = state marine park    SMR = state marine reserve    SMRMA = state marine recreational management area
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Package 2 MPA 
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Habitat Type
Sand/gravel 
beaches

Rocky intertidal

Coastal marsh

Tidal flats

Surfgrass

Eelgrass

Estuary

Soft 0-30 

Soft 30-100 

Soft 100-200 

Soft >200 

Hard 0-30 

Hard 30-100 

Hard 100-200

Hard >200 

Kelp

Upwelling Centers

Habitat Present, High Protection
Habitat Present, High or Mod Protection (Kelp)
Habitat Present, Low/Mod Protection

SMCA = state marine conservation area    SMP = state marine park    SMR = state marine reserve    SMRMA = state marine recreational management area
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Package 3 MPA 
Names
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Habitat Type

Sand/gravel beaches

Rocky intertidal

Coastal marsh

Tidal flats

Surfgrass

Eelgrass

Estuary

Soft 0-30 

Soft 30-100 

Soft 100-200 

Soft >200 

Hard 0-30 

Hard 30-100 

Hard 100-200

Hard >200 

Kelp

Upwelling Centers

Habitat Present, High Protection
Habitat Present, High or Mod Protection (Kelp)
Habitat Present, Low/Mod Protection

SMCA = state marine conservation area    SMP = state marine park    SMR = state marine reserve    SMRMA = state marine recreational management area
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Package S MPA 
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Habitat Type

Sand/gravel beaches

Rocky intertidal

Coastal marsh

Tidal flats

Surfgrass

Eelgrass

Estuary

Soft 0-30 

Soft 30-100 

Soft 100-200 

Soft >200 

Hard 0-30 

Hard 30-100 

Hard 100-200

Hard >200 

Kelp

Upwelling Centers

Habitat Present, High Protection
Habitat Present, High or Mod Protection (Kelp)
Habitat Present, Low/Mod Protection

SMCA = state marine conservation area    SMP = state marine park    SMR = state marine reserve    SMRMA = state marine recreational management area
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Habitat Type
Sand/gravel 
beaches

Rocky intertidal

Coastal marsh

Tidal flats

Surfgrass

Eelgrass

Estuary

Soft 0-30 

Soft 30-100 

Soft 100-200 

Soft >200 

Hard 0-30 

Hard 30-100 

Hard 100-200

Hard >200 

Kelp

Canyon

Upwelling Centers

Habitat Present, High Protection
Habitat Present, High or Moderate Protection (Kelp)
Habitat Present, Low/Moderate Protection

SMCA = state marine conservation area    SMP = state marine park    SMR = state marine reserve    SMRMA = state marine recreational management area




