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Sections from the Marine Life Protection Act 
Addressing Required MPA and MPA Network Features 

(From Fish and Game Code, 2007) 
 

[Please note that text in brackets is added for readability purposes only and is not part 
of the statute] 

 
§ 2853. [Goals and Elements of the Marine Life Protection Program] 

(a) The Legislature finds and declares that there is a need to reexamine and redesign 
California's MPA system to increase its coherence and its effectiveness at protecting 
the state's marine life, habitat, and ecosystems. 
(b) To improve the design and management of that system, the commission, pursuant 
to Section 2859, shall adopt a Marine Life Protection Program, which shall have all of 
the following goals: 

(1) To protect the natural diversity and abundance of marine life, and the structure, 
function, and integrity of marine ecosystems. 
(2) To help sustain, conserve, and protect marine life populations, including those 
of economic value, and rebuild those that are depleted. 
(3) To improve recreational, educational, and study opportunities provided by 
marine ecosystems that are subject to minimal human disturbance, and to 
manage these uses in a manner consistent with protecting biodiversity. 
(4) To protect marine natural heritage, including protection of representative and 
unique marine life habitats in California waters for their intrinsic value. 
(5) To ensure that California's MPAs have clearly defined objectives, effective 
management measures, and adequate enforcement, and are based on sound 
scientific guidelines. 
(6) To ensure that the state's MPAs are designed and managed, to the extent 
possible, as a network. 

(c) The program may include areas with various levels of protection, and shall include 
all of the following elements: 

(1) An improved marine life reserve component consistent with the guidelines in 
subdivision (c) of Section 2857. 
(2) Specific identified objectives, and management and enforcement measures, 
for all MPAs in the system. 
(3) Provisions for monitoring, research, and evaluation at selected sites to 
facilitate adaptive management of MPAs and ensure that the system meets the 
goals stated in this chapter. 
(4) Provisions for educating the public about MPAs, and for administering and 
enforcing MPAs in a manner that encourages public participation. 
(5) A process for the establishment, modification, or abolishment of existing MPAs 
or new MPAs established pursuant to this program, that involves interested 
parties, consistent with paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 7050, and that 
facilitates the designation of MPAs consistent with the master plan adopted 
pursuant to Section 2855. 

 
§ 2856. [Master Plan Components] 

(a)(2) The master plan shall include all of the following components: 
(A) Recommendations for the extent and types of habitat that should be 
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represented in the MPA system and in marine life reserves. Habitat types 
described on maps shall include, to the extent possible using existing information, 
rocky reefs, intertidal zones, sandy or soft ocean bottoms, underwater pinnacles, 
sea mounts, kelp forests, submarine canyons, and seagrass beds. 
(B) An identification of select species or groups of species likely to benefit from 
MPAs, and the extent of their marine habitat, with special attention to marine 
breeding and spawning grounds, and available information on oceanographic 
features, such as current patterns, upwelling zones, and other factors that 
significantly affect the distribution of those fish or shellfish and their larvae. 
(C) Recommendations to augment or modify the guidelines in subdivision (c) of 
Section 2857, if necessary to ensure that the guidelines reflect the most up-to-
date science, including, for example, recommendations regarding the minimum 
size of individual marine life reserves needed to accomplish the various goals set 
forth in Section 2853. 
(D) Recommended alternative networks of MPAs, including marine life reserves in 
each biogeographical region that are capable of achieving the goals in Section 
2853 and designed according to the guidelines in subdivision (c) of Section 2857. 
(E) A simplified classification system, which shall be consistent with the goals of 
Section 2853 and the guidelines in subdivision (c) of Section 2857, and which 
may include protections for specific habitats or species, if no system that meets 
these specifications has already been developed. 
(F) Recommendations for a preferred siting alternative for a network of MPAs that 
is consistent with the goals in Section 2853 and the guidelines in subdivision (c) of 
Section 2857. 
(G) An analysis of the state's current MPAs, based on the preferred siting 
alternative, and recommendations as to whether any specific MPAs should be 
consolidated, expanded, abolished, reclassified, or managed differently so that, 
taken as a group, the MPAs best achieve the goals of Section 2853 and conform 
to the guidelines in subdivision (c) of Section 2857. 
(H) Recommendations for monitoring, research, and evaluation in selected areas 
of the preferred alternative, including existing and long-established MPAs, to 
assist in adaptive management of the MPA network, taking into account existing 
and planned research and evaluation efforts. 
(I) Recommendations for management and enforcement measures for the 
preferred alternative that apply systemwide or to specific types of sites and that 
would achieve the goals of this chapter. 
(J) Recommendations for improving the effectiveness of enforcement practices, 
including, to the extent practicable, the increased use of advanced technology 
surveillance systems. 
(K) Recommendations for funding sources to ensure all MPA management 
activities are carried out and the Marine Life Protection Program is implemented. 

 
§ 2857. [The Preferred Siting Alternative] 

(b) The preferred alternative may include MPAs that will achieve either or both of the 
following objectives: 

(1) Protection of habitat by prohibiting potentially damaging fishing practices or 
other activities that upset the natural ecological functions of the area. 
(2) Enhancement of a particular species or group of species, by prohibiting or 
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restricting fishing for that species or group within the MPA boundary. 
(c) The preferred siting alternative shall include MPA networks with an improved 
marine life reserve1 component, and shall be designed according to each of the 
following guidelines: 

(1) Each MPA shall have identified goals and objectives.  Individual MPAs may 
serve varied primary purposes while collectively achieving the overall goals and 
guidelines of this chapter. 
(2) Marine life reserves in each bioregion shall encompass a representative 
variety of marine habitat types and communities, across a range of depths and 
environmental conditions. 
(3) Similar types of marine habitats and communities shall be replicated, to the 
extent possible, in more than one marine life reserve in each biogeographical 
region. 
(4) Marine life reserves shall be designed, to the extent practicable, to ensure that 
activities that upset the natural ecological functions of the area are avoided. 
(5) The MPA network and individual MPAs shall be of adequate size, number, 
type of protection, and location to ensure that each MPA meets its objectives and 
that the network as a whole meets the goals and guidelines of this chapter. 

(d) The department and team, in developing the preferred siting alternative, shall take 
into account the existence and location of commercial kelp beds. 

 
1 Marine Life Reserve, as defined by the Marine Life Protection Act is a no-take area now designated as a 
“State Marine Reserve” 
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