
California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
North Central Coast Project 

Side-by-Side Comparison (maps and proposed regulations) of the 
North Central Coast Marine Protected Area (MPA) Proposals 0 (existing 

MPAs), 1-3, 2-XA, 4 and Integrated Preferred Alternative 

Subregion 3:  Bodega Head to Double Point 
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Prepared by 
DFG Marine 
Region GIS 

5/2/2008

P r o p o s a l s  1 - 3 ,  2 - X A ,  a n d  4P r o p o s a l s  1 - 3 ,  2 - X A ,  a n d  4

M L P A  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  C o a s t  S t u d y  R e g i o n :   S u b r e g i o n  3M L P A  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  C o a s t  S t u d y  R e g i o n :   S u b r e g i o n  3
B o d e g a  H e a d  t o  D o u b l e  P o i n tB o d e g a  H e a d  t o  D o u b l e  P o i n t

Proposals 1-3, 2-XA and 4 were finalized on March 19, 2008 by work teams within the 
MLPA North Central Coast Regional Stakeholder Group (NCCRSG). Allowed uses are 
summarized for SMCAs and SMPs. Further information on each MPA proposal 
(including complete allowed uses text) can be found in the associated text 
documents.
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California MLPA North Central Coast Project
Comparison of North Central Coast MPA Proposals and Proposed Regulations: Proposals 1-3, 2-XA and 4

Revised April 30, 2008

MPA Name
(Level of Protection ) Proposed Regulations MPA Name

(Level of Protection ) Proposed Regulations MPA Name
(Level of Protection ) Proposed Regulations

Proposal 4 (3/19/08 version)
Subregion

Proposal 1-3 (3/19/08 version) Proposal 2-XA (3/19/08 version)

Estero Americano State Marine 
Reseve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited Estero Americano State Marine 
Recreational Management Area 
(Very high)

All take of living marine resources is prohibited 
except recreational hunting of waterfowl is allowed
unless otherwise restricted by hunting regulations 
(sections 502, 550, 551, and 552).

Estero Americano State Marine 
Reseve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited

Estero de San Antonio State 
Marine Reserve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited Estero de San Antonio State 
Marine Recreational 
Management Area 
(Very high)

All take of living marine resources is prohibited 
except recreational hunting of waterfowl is allowed
unless otherwise restricted by hunting regulations 
(sections 502, 550, 551, and 552).

Estero de San Antonio State 
Marine Reserve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited

Tomales Bay State Marine 
Reserve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited

Point Reyes State Marine 
Reserve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited Point Reyes Headlands State 
Marine Reserve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited Point Reyes State Marine 
Reserve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited

Point Reyes State Marine 
Conservation Area
(Moderate-high)

All take is prohibited, EXCEPT recreational and 
commercial salmon trolling and take of 
Dungeness crab by trap. 

Point Reyes Headlands State 
Marine Conservation Area
(Moderate-high)

All take of living marine resources is prohibited 
except: 1). Only the following species may be 
taken commercially: pelagic finfish by hook and 
line (salmonids by troll only), coastal pelagic 
finfish by pelagic seine, market squid by pelagic 
seine, and Dungeness crab by trap/pot.  2). Only 
the following species may be taken recreationally: 
pelagic finfish by hook and line (salmonids by troll 
only), coastal pelagic finfish by pelagic seine, 
market squid by pelagic seine, and Dungeness 
crab by trap/pot.

Point Reyes State Marine 
Conservation Area
(Moderate-high)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
EXCEPT the commercial and recreational take of 
salmon (by trolling only) and Dungeness crab pots

Drakes and Limantour Estero 
State Marine Reserve 
(Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited Estero de Limantour State 
Marine Reserve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited Drakes Estero State Marine 
Reserve (Very high)

All take of living marine resources  is prohibited

Drakes Estero State Marine 
Conservation Area (Low)

All take is prohibited, EXCEPT shellfish 
mariculture and recreational clamming until the 
mariculture leases/reservations of use expire

Drakes Estero State Marine 
Conservation Area (Low)

Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except: 1). Only the following species may be 
taken commercially: culture and harvest of various 
oyster species.  2) Only the following species may 
be taken recreationally: clams. 

Drakes Estero State Marine 
Conservation Area (Low)

All take is prohibited, EXCEPT the existing 
mariculture lease.
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Proposal 0 and Integrated Preferred AlternativeProposal 0 and Integrated Preferred Alternative

M L P A  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  C o a s t  S t u d y  R e g i o n :   S u b r e g i o n  3M L P A  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  C o a s t  S t u d y  R e g i o n :   S u b r e g i o n  3
B o d e g a  H e a d  t o  D o u b l e  P o i n tB o d e g a  H e a d  t o  D o u b l e  P o i n t

Proposal 0 illustrates California’s existing state marine protected areas (MPAs) in the 
Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) North Central Coast Study Region. The Integrated 
Preferred Alternative was developed during the April 22-23, 2008 MLPA Blue Ribbon 
Task Force meeting and draws from three MPA proposals drafted by the MLPA North 
Central Coast Regional Stakeholder Group. Allowed uses are summarized for SMCAs 
and SMPs. Further information on each MPA proposal (including complete allowed uses 
text) can be found in the associated text documents.
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California MLPA North Central Coast Project
Comparison of North Central Coast MPA Proposals and Regulations: Proposals 0 and Integrated Preferred Alternative (IPA)

Revised April 29, 2008

MPA Name
(Level of Protection ) Proposed Regulations MPA Name

(Level of Protection ) Proposed Regulations

Proposal 0 (Existing MPAs) Proposal IPA (4/23/08 version)
Subregion

Estero Americano State Marine Recreational Management 
Area
(Very high)

All take of living marine resources is prohibited except 
recreational hunting of waterfowl is allowed unless otherwise 
restricted by hunting regulations (sections 502, 550, 551, and 
552).

Estero de San Antonio State Marine Recreational 
Management Area 
(Very high)

All take of living marine resources is prohibited except 
recreational hunting of waterfowl is allowed unless otherwise 
restricted by hunting regulations (sections 502, 550, 551, and 
552).

Tomales Bay State Marine Park (Moderate-low) No take EXCEPT recreational hook & line species (but not 
marine aquatic plants). Only lightweight, hand-carried boats 
may be launched/ operated in SMP.

Point Reyes Headlands State Marine Conservation Area 
(Moderate-low)

No take EXCEPT commercial take of finfish and algae 
(except giant and bull kelp).

Point Reyes State Marine Reserve (Very high) All take is prohibited

Point Reyes State Marine Conservation Area
(Moderate-high)

All take is prohibited, EXCEPT recreational and 
commercial salmon trolling and take of Dungeness crab 
by trap. 

Estero de Limantour State Marine Conservation Area
(Moderate-low)

No take EXCEPT commercial take of finfish and algae 
(except giant and bull kelp).

Estero de Limantour State Marine Reserve 
(Very high)

All take is prohibited.

Drakes Estero State Marine Conservation Area (Low) All take is prohibited, EXCEPT shellfish mariculture and 
recreational clamming.  If at any time, it becomes 
feasible to create an SMR at Drakes Estero, this 
proposal recommends doing so.
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