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Marine Life Protection Act Initiative
c/o California Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ladies and Gentlemen:

[ am honored to have been nominated to serve on the MLPA South Coast Regional Stakeholder
Group as a representative of Catalina Island. I am aware of the proposed SCRSG meeting schedule
and the time requirement to prepare for and participate in meetings and workshops, and am
committed to being an active participant. Importantly, the Board of Directors of the Catalina
Island Chamber of Commerce unanimously supports my nomination and participation in SCRSG
activities.

Catalina Island’s economy is 100% dependent on tourism. Much of the island’s tourism centers
around marine activities. In order for the island’s economy to remain robust well into the future,
it is imperative that a balanced approach be taken with respect to the island’s marine life. Too
much protection could result in an immediate loss of business, while too little protection will
undoubtedly lead to a drop in business in future years as marine life is depleted. A balanced
approach, recognizing both economic realities and conservation needs is crucial.

[ have been a resident of Catalina Island for 30 years, and president & CEO of the Catalina Island
Chamber of Commerce for 20 years. In my role with the Chamber, I am often called upon to build
consensus among various groups with differing viewpoints. These groups represent recreational
fishing and diving interests, coastal-dependent businesses, and the Catalina Island Conservancy,
which employs both conservation experts and scientific personnel.

[ often collaborate with other community leaders and government officials to find solutions to
community issues. [ was part of a year-long effort to define the type of health care delivery
system appropriate for our community that resulted in the City of Avalon deciding to keep our
local hospital open. I then led a campaign to raise the local sales tax in order to increase the
hospital’s revenues to a break-even status, an effort that resulted in 86% voter approval.
Currently, along with the City of Avalon, the Catalina Island Conservancy and several business
leaders, I am investigating the feasibility of establishing a Business Improvement District on
Catalina Island. Ifeel I am well qualified to fairly represent the varied interests of our island
community.
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My position offers a unique opportunity to communicate SCRSG activities through a wide range of
professional networks. I routinely meet face-to-face with community leaders and business
owners. My organization publishes a weekly eNewsletter and a monthly printed newsletter to its
membership of 250+ local businesses. I also make quarterly reports to the Avalon City Council
during meetings that are carried live on local cable television and streamed live on the Internet by
a local website operator.

Collaborating in groups is not new for me. I am a past chairman of the California Travel Industry
Association (CalTIA), an umbrella group representing the varied interests of California’s tourism
industry. I am the current chairman of the Western Association of Chamber Executives (W.A.C.E.),
the largest association of chamber of commerce professional staff in the US, with over 850
members in 15 Western states. | am also a professional facilitator, having facilitated over 25
meetings in the last four years. My clients have included chambers of commerce, private business,
professional associations, and a state college board of trustees. I have facilitated meetings for
groups in California, Arizona, Washington, and Colorado. In working with all of these groups, I
have learned that collaborative group decisions are almost always better decisions than those
made by single-interest groups or individuals.

I recognize that SCRSG’s charge is to develop a proposal for the entire Southern California study
area, and I look forward to looking across the entire region as I contribute to the development of
MPA proposals.

Thank you for considering my nomination. Feel free to contact me should you require additional
information.

With warm regards,
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Wayne G. Griffin, ACE

President and CEO
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