
Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
North Coast Study Region Process Outline 

 
BRTF = Blue Ribbon Task Force      DFG = California Department of Fish and Game     MPA = marine protected area  
MLPA = Marine Life Protection Act      RSG = Regional Stakeholder Group      SAT = Master Plan Science Advisory Team 

 
 
 MLPA Initiative Kick Off:  

North Coast Project JULY 2009 * Public open houses 

Joint Fact-Finding and  
Community Outreach AUG – OCT 2009 

* Public workshops 
* Develop regional profile 
* Announce SAT 
* Begin joint fact-finding  

Develop External  
Proposed MPA Arrays from 

Community Groups 
(Round 1) NOV 2009 – FEB 2010 

* Public workshops 
* Receive public comment on draft, 

revise and release regional profile 
* Announce RSG and BRTF 
* Community groups receive guidance 

from BRTF, evaluations from SAT    
and staff, feedback from DFG  

Develop MPA Proposals: An 
Iterative Process 

 

MAR – OCT 2010 

* Receive information on the 
External MPA Arrays and their 
evaluation results 

* Throughout MPA proposal 
development, RSG receives 
guidance from BRTF, evaluations 
from SAT and staff, feedback 
from DFG, input from constituents 
and members of the public 

Draft MPA Proposals  
(Round 2) 

Final RSG Proposals 
(Round 3) 

MLPA Blue  
Ribbon Task Force  

Recommend  
MPA Proposal SEPT 2010 – OCT 2010 

* Identify preferred alternative and 
MPA proposals to recommend to 
the California Fish and Game 
Commission  

California Fish  
and Game Commission  
Select Preferred MPA 

Alternative 
NOV 2010 – DEC 2010 

* Begin regulatory process 
* Begin environmental review 

(CEQA) 
* Once adopted, oversee 

implementation


