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Background 
 
Based on experiences in prior MLPA study regions, the MLPA Master Plan Science Advisory 
Team (SAT) anticipates that external groups will come forward with data intended to enhance 
SAT analyses and evaluations. However, data submissions may be numerous, and may come 
from a variety of sources, in a variety of conditions, covering a wide range of topic areas. A 
protocol for dealing with incoming data from external sources is needed so the SAT can 
efficiently and effectively determine whether or not such data is beneficial to incorporate as the 
SAT conducts scientific evaluations in support of the MLPA process. 
 
Protocol 
 
1. External data should be initially submitted along with a completed data submission form to 

a designated MLPA staff person. The appropriate data submission form is titled: “California 
MLPA Master Plan Science Advisory Team Form for the Submission of External Data”. The 
form has been approved by the SAT and is posted to the MLPA website where it can be 
accessed by external groups. If needed, MLPA staff can be available to assist those who 
provide external data in obtaining and completing the form. 
 

2. MLPA staff person will perform a preliminary assessment of the data against the as many 
of the below criteria as possible*. Much of this information will be captured on the data 
submission form. 

a. Will the data help the SAT answer a question or inform a scientific issue for the 
MLPA planning or design process?   

b. Does the SAT already have data of a similar type, or data that addresses the same 
question? If so, then the staffer will evaluate whether the data sets are 
complimentary (with the potential that both sets may be considered) or if the 
datasets overlap. This may require the MLPA staff to consult with SAT member(s) 
and/or other MLPA staff to determine what data is already in-house. 

c. What is the spatial resolution of the data? 
d. What is the source of the data? 
e. Do methods and/or analyses appear appropriate and/or acceptable? 
f. What is the level of peer review?  
g. Which components of the MLPA will benefit from the data (MLPA Blue Ribbon Task 

Force, South Coast Regional Stakeholder Group, SAT, GIS Team, regional profile or 
MarineMap)? 

 
*As the MLPA staff person performs the preliminary assessment, he/she will check the 
completed data submission form, noting fields that need to be corrected or clarified. 
MLPA staff will also make a recommendation for how and where the data should be 
used in the MLPA process. 
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*MLPA staff may determine that input from SAT members is necessary for proper 
evaluation against some of the above criteria, in which case he/she may bring it to the 
attention of SAT members in step 3 below. 

 
3. MLPA staff will contact SAT member(s) with the relevant expertise, and consult/review 

with them details on the information resulting from the preliminary assessment of step 2. 
 

4. If SAT member(s) in step 3 determine that data would add value to the MLPA process, 
then SAT member(s) will present the data to the full SAT for discussion. The full SAT 
would subsequently make the final recommendation for how and where the data should 
be used in the MLPA process. 

 
5. If the MLPA staff member determines that another component of the MLPA process 

would benefit from the information or data then the information will be passed on to that 
MLPA component. 
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- Please complete a separate form for each dataset – 
 
 
Name:              
 
Organization:              
 
Contact Information:             
 
Issue or question data is intended to inform for the MLPA process:   
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Type of Data:     Habitat/substrate   Non-consumptive human use 
    Water quality   Consumptive human use 
    Physical oceanography  Biological characteristics 
    Other (please describe)          
 
Data Format:   ESRI shapefile   KML file 
    GeoTIFF    Non-digital map 
    Other (please describe)          
 
Extent of Data:  Entire study region  If data covers less than entire study 
    Most of study region    region, describe spatial extent here:  
    Small portion of study region     
    One specific location          
 
Spatial Coverage:  Continuous   Evenly-spaced grid  Coastal points 
    Other (please describe)          
 
Spatial    10-100 km   1-10 km   <1 km   <1 m 
Resolution:  
  
Temporal    One-time collection  Periodic collection (describe)    
Frequency:   Other (please describe)          
 
Data Privacy:  Public data set   Confidential data set 
    Specific privacy issues:          

        ________________ 
 



 

 
 
 

Peer Review:  Published in journal   Not peer-reviewed  Government data 
    Reviewed by SAT or other scientists.   

Identify reviewer:  ____________________________________________                  
 
Data Condition:  Ready to incorporate into database   Data needs some conditioning 
 
Data collection date(s):             
 
Metadata1:   XML   FGDC  Simple description  Not included 
 
MLPA Initiative Staff Use Only (recommendation for how/where data should be used in 
the process): 

 MLPAI staff / regional profile   SAT / evaluations   
  RSG / guidance information  RSG / designing alternatives 

 BRTF / guidance information  Other (please describe): 
 

SAT Use Only (final recommendation for how/where data should be used in the 
process): 

 MLPAI staff / regional profile   SAT / evaluations   
  RSG / guidance information  RSG / designing alternatives 

 BRTF / guidance information  Other (please describe): 
 
Please provide any further details regarding this data: 
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
    
 
                                                 
1 "Metadata" is information that describes who collected the data, how data collection was conducted, and other 
details regarding the background of a data set. The MLPA Initiative will not use data sources that do not include 
metadata. 




