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Marine Life Protection Act Initiative Goal 3 of the MLPA

Goal 3 of the Marine Life Protection Act is:
“To improve recreational, educational, and 

study opportunities provided by marine 
ecosystems that are subject to minimal 
human disturbance, and to manage these 
uses in a manner consistent with protecting 
biodiversity.”

Seven parameters to evaluate marine protected area 
(MPA) proposals relative to Goal 3

Recreational Opportunities

Parameters to evaluate recreational opportunities
• Access points within or near proposed MPAs
• Boat and kayak launch sites within or near 

proposed MPAs
• Ports and harbors within given distances of 

proposed MPAs
• State parks adjacent to proposed MPAs

Recreational Opportunities

Example figure (from the north central coast)

Proposals 
listed along 
the x-axis

Tallies 
total # of 
access 
pts

Different 
distances of 
MPAs from 
access pts

Parameter

G
.1



Educational O
pportunities

Param
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•M
ajor m

arine research and educational institutes 
w

ithin given distances of proposed M
P

A
s

–
Aquarium

s
–

R
esearch and education

–
R

esearch only
–

Education only

•S
tate park w

ith educational com
ponents that are 

adjacent to proposed M
P

A
s

(also recreational 
param

eter)

Educational O
pportunities

E
xam

ple figure (from
 the north central coast)

Param
eter

Total # of 
M

PA
s

w
ithin the 

identified 
distances

D
ifferent 

distances from
 

Institutions

Separates M
PA

s
by their LO

P

LO
P

= Level of protection, M
P

A
= m

arine protected area

Proposals 
listed along 
the x-axis

Study O
pportunities

Param
eters to evaluate study opportunities
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Evaluation process
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